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‘YOUR YOUNG MEN  
WILL DREAM DREAMS’

Gathering of Friars Under-65 Looks to the Future
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T he group photo above tells it all: a glimpse of the 
future of OFM Franciscan life in the United States. 

From Monday through Friday, July 25-29, some 150 friars 
from across the country gathered at Westin Kansas City 
at Crown Center. Not since the 2019 Chapter of Mats has 
there been an interprovincial gathering of this size.

The purpose of this gathering—calling together OFM 
friars under the age of 65—was to imagine and explore 
the possibilities of a coast-to-coast province. That dream 
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will become reality in October 2023, when the six U.S. 
OFM provinces will become one in a “Chapter of Unity.”

The friars in Kansas City brainstormed potential 
mission priorities for the new province, as well as the 
role that the guardians and fraternal leadership structure 
might play in supporting renewal. The ideas will be 
shared with the US-6 provincial administrations during 
their August meeting in Malibu, as well as in various 
fraternal settings in the months leading up October 2023.

There were also a variety of activities, both fun and 
deeply meaningful, that helped the brothers get to know 
one another better, consider the scope of the pilgrimage 
they are on together by recalling milestones on their own 
journeys, and remembering inspiring fellow friars who 
came before them.

In an exercise which might offer a preview of a 
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Friars from Our Lady of Guadalupe Province took part in the gathering: Above, 
Fr. Andrés Hernandez; at right, in photos from top: Fr. Jack Clark Robinson; Fr. 
Edgardo Diaz (in center of photo, dark hair); Fr. Abel Garcia (at left).
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renewing mission for OFM friars in the U.S., on Tuesday 
afternoon friars broke into small groups to begin to 
discuss their vision of a shared Franciscan witness to 
society through mission—meaning any kind of ministry 
activity.

In “mini mission groups,” they began to imagine 
and design proposals for a new contemplative fraternity 
in mission proposals, keeping in mind the vision and 
values of the new province and Pope Francis’ encyclicals, 
Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti.  

The themes that arose are as diverse as the friars 
themselves and witness to their desire to serve those 
most in need of Christ’s presence and healing love. These 
include outreach to welcome immigrants, foreign mission 
work, outreach to the LBGTQ community, migration, 
Native American ministry and campus ministry, 
specifically with African-American young adults.

While the new province will continue to serve in 
traditional ministries such as parochial ministry and 
education, the dreams of these “younger” friars will 
certainly energize Franciscan life and mission and enliven 
the senior members of the fraternity to renewal as they 
share their own visions for Gospel living. 

The preceding report was drawn from reporting at the Kansas 
City gathering by the US-6 communicators, Eileen Connelly, 
Greg Friedman, Maria Hayes, Joe Ledbetter, Sam Reinke and 
Ed Tverdek.

Friars from Our Lady of Guadalupe Province at the gathering: Top left: Br. Efrén 
Quintero (in green); center: Fr. Patrick Schafer (left); right: Fr. Erasmo Romero. 
Middle left: Fr. José-Luis Peralta (waving); middle right: Fr. Eduardo “Lalo” 
Espinoza (with coffee); Bottom: Fr. Edgardo Diaz and Fr. Florecito “PJ” Pabato.
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US-6 Pilgrimage Takes Friars 
from Historic Southwest Roots 
to Visions of the Future
By Maria Hayes

Twelve pilgrims from five of the six provinces recently spent a week 
exploring the deep roots of Franciscan history in New Mexico. Led 
by historian Jack Clark Robinson, the pilgrimage took them from 
petroglyphs created hundreds of years ago to the cutting-edge 
technology that will define the world’s future. Along the way, they 
were invited to question how they relate to people who are different 
from them and to consider how God is calling them to work for peace.

This was one of several interprovincial pilgrimages designed 
to help friars get to know one another through shared experiences. 
Organized by Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs, the pilgrimage was 
postponed several times due to the COVID-19 pandemic, so it was 
with great excitement that the group finally gathered from July 11 to 
18 in Albuquerque.

While the other interprovincial pilgrimages took friars to 
places outside of the United States, this pilgrimage explored the 
Franciscans’ presence in New Mexico, where – barring a slight 
interruption of 65 years – the friars have ministered since 1598. Each 
day of the pilgrimage focused on one of what Jack calls, the “Seven 
‘Cs’ of Franciscan Spirituality”: Creation, Crib, Cross, Communion, 
Contemplation, sCripture and Conversion.

Creation: The pilgrimage began with a visit to the Petroglyph 
National Monument, where pilgrims walked among designs and 
symbols carved onto volcanic rocks by Native Americans as early 
as 1300 AD.

Crib: The following day, the friars traveled to the Salinas Pueblo 
Missions National Monument, a complex of three Spanish 
missions built in the early 1600s. There, the pilgrims celebrated 
the Eucharist under the sky in the ruins of San Buenaventura 
Church and contemplated the incarnation: Christ comes to us 
where we are. How do we come to people today?

Communion: Thursday included a visit to the Cathedral Basilica 
of St. Francis in Santa Fe, where Mass was celebrated with the 
local Church community. Pilgrims also visited the nearby Cross 
of Martyrs, which commemorates the 21 friars killed during the 
Pueblo Revolt of 1680.

Cross: On Friday, the pilgrims spent time with people from 
Acoma Pueblo, a Native American pueblo located 60 miles west of 
Albuquerque. They traveled on to Arizona, to St. Michaels Mission 

Jack Clark Robinson, Hilary Brzezinski, Bob Valentine and 
Jeremy Mayeaux visit the ruins of 17th-century missions 
in the Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument. (Photo 
courtesy of Octavio Duran)

The petroglyphs hold important cultural significance for the 
Pueblo peoples. (Photo courtesy of Octavio Duran)

Fr. Jack Clark Robinson described the history of the 
Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis and the city of Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. (Photo by Octavio Duran, OFM)
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on the Navajo Reservation, where Maynard 
Shurley, a Navajo Franciscan from Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Province, spoke of how he brings 
together Navajo and Franciscan spirituality and 
traditions, and how this is sometimes painful 
and difficult.

Contemplation: Saturday included a visit to 
Arizona’s beautiful Canyon de Chelly National 
Monument. People have lived in these enormous 
canyons for nearly 5,000 years, making Canyon 
de Chelly one of the longest continuously 
inhabited places in North America. Today it is 
home to the Navajo, who continue to care for 
and manage the land’s resources.

sCripture and Conversion: Sunday began 
with the fiesta Mass at Holy Family Church in 
Albuquerque. In contrast to the pilgrimage’s 
opening visit to the ancient roots of human 
civilization in New Mexico, the final day featured 
a visit to the National Museum of Nuclear 
Science and an overview of New Mexico’s role 

in developing nuclear technology and weapons, including the 
bombs that destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Meeting to “debrief” their week, the pilgrims considered the 
“disquieting and inspiring terrain” they had traveled. They had 
been challenged to consider how they interact with people who are 
different, and how they can advance the true cause of peace in a 
world that so desperately needs it.

Throughout the week, pilgrims got to know their brothers from 
other provinces. The number of participants was intentionally kept 
small so that pilgrims could stay in friaries. Fraternities of OLGP – 
St. Michael Mission, A Becoming Place at San Juan Diego Friary, and 
Casa Guadalupe – were very hospitable and excited to welcome the 
pilgrims.

“We started out as being people who didn’t really know each 
other,” remarked Jack. “It didn’t take long to realize that we are all 
brothers to one another.”

The friars also prayed daily for the new Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Province.

“Of all the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary, none has 
changed nations and people like Our Lady of Guadalupe,” said Jack. 
“She appeared as a young, pregnant, native woman and in doing so, 
embodied the universal Gospel – that the Holy One comes to us 
meek and vulnerable where we are and as we are. Those are the ideas 
we tried to keep in mind during the pilgrimage.”

Maria Hayes is director of communications for the R&R Office.

The breathtaking Canyon de Chelly, which is cared for by 
the Navajo. (Photo courtesy of Octavio Duran)

The friars visited Rosario Cemetery in Santa Fe, where a 
number of the Franciscans are buried. (Photos by Octavio 
Duran, OFM)
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U S - 6  N E W S

A fter battling storms and tornadoes in the Midwest, 
I was delighted to fly into Santa Barbara with blue 

skies, 70° F temperature and low humidity. It was perfect 
weather for our brothers making their first profession.

William Compton (SJB), Domingo Martinez and 
Matthew Tran (both of Holy Name Province), made their 
first profession of vows in the historic Old Mission Santa 
Barbara on July 2. They were excited to profess their 
vows and move on to their next venture as Franciscans.  
After their vacations and the Kansas City gathering, all 
three are moving on to Jamaica for the year of Brothers 
Walking Together.

David Gaa, OFM (SB), was the celebrant and preacher 
for the ceremony. He spoke directly to the young friars 
about the joys and challenges of being a friar. Larry 
Hayes, OFM (HN), and I received the vows of the newly 
professed, while a small congregation supported them, 
with family and friends attending remotely. Capuchins 
and Conventuals who regularly gather together with our 
novices for classes attended as well.

Erick Lopez, OFM (HN), novice director, had 
a huge smile on his face as his first class of novices 

made profession. Freddy Rodriguez, OFM (SB), Gene 
Pistacchio, OFM (HN), and Luis Aponte-Merced were 
also proud of the young men making profession. They 
are also looking forward to a break before gearing up for 
a new class of novices.

Following the ceremony, we had a wonderful meal 
prepared by the young friars who were visiting. They are 
great cooks and provided a number of excellent meals, 
many of them Mexican.

The day after the ceremony, Kevin Schroeder, OFM 
(ABVM), took Octavio Duran, OFM (HN), and me to 
some of his favorite spots around Santa Barbara. We 
wanted to watch hang gliders, but the winds were not 
cooperating. Then, he took us to the beach—my favorite 
spot. Kevin will never want to take photographers on a 
hike again because we wandered all over the place looking 
for just the right angle and taking pictures of things that 
might seem insignificant.

 Overall, it was a great experience being with our 
newly professed and the friars there. I’m proud of our 
young friars and felt privileged to represent our province 
at this significant event.

NOVICES PROFESS FIRST VOWS
BY FRANK JASPER, OFM

Reprinted from the News Notes of St. John the Baptist Province

The newly professed friars are greeted by the 
Franciscans in attendance. (Photo by Octavio 
Duran, OFM)

Frank Jasper, right, receives the vows of William           
Compton. (Photo by Octavio Duran, OFM)

The newly professed, second from left: Domingo, 
Matthew and William, with their formators and 
province representatives. (Photo by Octavio Duran, 
OFM)



7

W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

The friars of Casa Guadalupe Friary 
have witnessed the climax of the life 
of a so-called “Century Plant” (Agave 
Americana). This desert-dweller’s 
lifespan is from 10-30 years in reality, 
then it blooms all at once before it 
dies. The friars’ plant’s final growth 
spurt — towering over the rooftops 
in the friary courtyard — occurred 
since early spring. In an act of faith, 
Guardian Father Erasmo Romero has 
obtained several new century plants 
(see photo at far left) for future 
generations to enjoy!

Century Plant
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W I T H  T H E  F R I A R S

Provincial Vicar Father Charlie Martinez was 
honored by the Franciscan Alumni Association 
(FAA) with their Christian Life Award at their first 
in-person gathering since 2019 in San Antonio, 
Texas, June 23-26. 

Also honored was former OLG friar Antonio 
Trujillo, principal of St. Josephy School, San 
Fidel, New Mexico. He received the 2022 FAA 
Humanitarian Award. Father Larry Dunham, 
former Provincial Minister of OLG Province, 
presented Tony with his award.

The FAA is made up of men who were in 
formation programs the Order of Friars Minor 
in the United States and their spouses and family 
members. The organization includes professed 
friars as well as those who follow Franciscan 
values in their vocations and careers as married 
or single men. 

Franciscan Alumni 
Meet, Give Awards

Congratulations to Fr. Edgardo!

The FAA meeting in San 
Antonio brought together 
former students in 
Franciscan formation (photo, 
top left). Antonio Trujillo 
(second from right in photo, 
top right) received the 
group’s 2022 “Humanitarian 
Award.) Photo in middle: 
Spouses of alumni members 
also attended. Photo at left: 
Current friars who attended 
(from left) Fr. Henry Beck 
and Fr. Larry Dunham (SJBP), 
Fr. Albert Haase (SHP), Fr. 
Joe Nelson (OLGP) and Fr, 
Charlie Martinez (OLGP), 
who received the group’s 
“Christian Life Award.”

On July 4, 2022, Fr. Edgardo Diaz, OFM, became a 
U.S. citizen, during a special ceremony in Phoenix, AZ. 
Approximately 75 new citizens were welcomed along 
with Fr. Edgardo. Congratulations and Blessings!
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F R .  R E Y N A L D O  R I V E R A ,  O . F . M .

We recently marked a sad anniversary for the friars of both St. John the Baptist Province 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe Province. August 5 was the 40th anniversary of the death of Fr. 
Reynaldo Rivera, O.F.M. 

Fr. Reynaldo was born in Santa Fe and spent his priestly life in New Mexico. While working 
at the Cathedral of St. Francis, he answered a late-night call to give last rites to a man living in 
a remote area. His body was later discovered near the La Bajada rest stop on the outskirts of 
Santa Fe—where the late-night caller told the priest to meet him.  Fr. Reynaldo had been fatally 
shot. His car was later found abandoned in Grants, New Mexico.

According to law enforcement officers, the case remains unsolved to this day—despite extensive efforts to track numerous leads 
over the years.

Over a thousand people attended Fr. Reynaldo’s funeral Mass at the Cathedral or participated in the procession to the cemetery. 
In an interview with Brittany Costello of KOB 4, Santa Fe, Br. Bruce Michalek recalled, “I still remember the procession from the 
cathedral to Rosario Cemetery. We walked through the streets of Santa Fe and there were just thousands of people. It was amazing.” 
Bruce added, “I think he may have been considered one of Santa Fe’s favorite sons.”

The full interview can be found at: https://www.kob.com/.../4-investigates-the-mysterious.../

from the 
A R C H I V E S

Father Reynaldo’s body was discovered near the La Bajada rest stop on I-25 (photo, top 
right). The funeral of Fr. Reynaldo (program, top left; procession (photos at right middle and 
bottom) was attended by thousands of friars, friends and dignitaries. He was buried in Santa 
Fe’s Rosario Cemetery.
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Fr. José-Luis Peralta reflected recently on one of the most important of New Testament texts, 
for his brothers at Casa Guadalupe Friary in Albuquerque. We share it for your reflection as well…

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”

(Matthew 16:13-23).

So, who is Jesus to you? What would we say if he should ask us that question today? Would it 
be easier to answer the question, now that we know what Peter said? After all, Jesus confirmed 
Peter’s answer as correct. It took me a while to re-visualize and re-experience Jesus through the 
retelling of his story from scripture and through prayer…

Some days Jesus is like an older brother to me. 
Some days, Jesus is like a best friend.
Some days, Jesus is that random stranger at the bus station

who says something profound, 
but I didn’t catch his name.

Sometimes Jesus is so far out of reach
that I don’t know what to say or how to feel when I pray for his guidance. 

Sometimes, Jesus is the one who waits for me to wake up in the morning
so that his smile is the first thing I see.

Sometimes, Jesus is the only one I feel understands
what I, as a human being, go through
when I have been betrayed or accused falsely or misunderstood.

Sometimes Jesus is the one I call on
when I need a walking partner
and need to vent or even laugh, 
or when I need someone to walk me home.

So, what would you say if Jesus should ask you, ‘’Who am I to you?’’

WHO IS  
JESUS TO  
YOU?
A reflection by Father José-Luis Peralta, OFM

James Tissot (1836–1902), The Primacy of Saint Peter (La primauté de Saint-Pierre), 
Brooklyn Museum / Used with permission, Wikimedia Commons   


